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Dear Parents/Guardians. 

As our summer break approaches in this transitioning phase out of lockdown of 

the Covid-19 pandemic, we take time to reflect on the events alongside the 

homeschooling and learning that took place in our homes and communities 

since March 12th 2020. 

 Return of Rental Books 

Please return all school rental books/library books and laptops on Tuesday 

23rd and Wednesday 24t h June. The school will be opened on both days 

between 9a.m and 5p.m. One family will be allowed into classrooms at a 

time. We thank you in advance for adhering to social distancing and safety 

measures. 

 

 School Calendar 2020-2021 

The school calendar for 2020-2021 is being prepared and will be uploaded 

on the website. A copy will be given to each family on their return to 

school. As of now, it is the intention to open the school on Monday 

August 31st. 

School reports, new class groups and booklists were completed and 

forwarded to you on June 15th. Well done children and we look forward to 

supporting you as you move on to your next class. 

 



 Farewell to Sixth Class 

Now is the time to say Farewell to our 6th class pupils –Slán agus go n- éirí     an 

bóthar le: Megan B, Cian De B, Ciara R,  Darragh McC, Ella McK,    Katie S, 

Kilian McC, Megan McW, Nikila N, Ríona Mck, Rose  K,  

Wincent G, James W and Zack W. 

Slán agus Beannacht to the following families whose children have passed 

through our school- Blackwell, Keaney, McCormack, Nekrashevych, Rogerson, 

Winters(Z) 

There will be a farewell gathering for the fourteen 6th class students and the 

teachers in the school on Monday June 29th from 12p.m to 2p.m. Due to the fact 

that 6th class did not get to finish their time in the school, we will mark this 

special occasion (while adhering to social distancing.) They will get an 

opportunity to sign their t-shirts and have fun together reflecting on their days in 

primary school. It will only be possible to accommodate the students. Parents 

can drop their student at the gate and collect them again at 2pm. 

We wish you well as you transition to secondary school and we thank you all 

sincerely for the great contributions you made throughout the time spent here in 

St Brigid’s N.S. We are sad for you that you did not get to finish out your year. 

Remember that you are the 6th class who made history!!  

Mrs Rowley made a lovely slideshow of work you did from September to 

March. I have watched it and am left feeling very emotional. We hope you will 

keep it as a fabulous memory. It is hoped to upload it to the website in the near 

future but as of yet there are some technical difficulties with it. 

Mr McKiernan made a lovely slideshow of work submitted during 

Homeschooling. Thanks to the families who submitted photos and gave 

permission for it to be published on our website. There are amazing pieces of 

work, creative projects, the happiest children showcased and we couldn’t be 

more proud of you all. It is available to view with permission given on the 

website @ www.drumcongns.ie 

If there was any error or omissions please accept our apologies as this was not 

intentional. 

 Book Bills 2020-2021 

A new online system for paying book rental bills will be up and running in 

September on Aladdin and you will be informed closer to the time. 
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Please note that there will be no fee for Art and Craft materials and 

photocopying for 2020-2021. We are aware that Covid may have caused 

hardship for families and our aim is to keep costs as low as we possibly can. 

We acknowledge all the work of our Board of Management, staff members, the 

pupils, and especially you, our parents. We thank you for your continued 

support, generosity and co-operation during the homeschooling process. We 

take this opportunity to thank you for the work you are doing with your children 

and wish everybody a continued safe passage through this difficult time. We ask 

you to check our schools website www.drumcongns.ie for updates regarding 

school reopening in September. 

 Parent’s Association 

Thank you for your continued support and we hope that we will get the 

opportunity to fulfil on initiatives you maybe planning. 

 Enrolment 2020-2021 

Enrolment for the next academic year 2020-2021 is still underway and Mrs 

McGourty is processing applications for Junior Infants. Thank you to all parents 

who have returned enrolment forms. If you have yet to enrol your child please 

contact the school via e-mail drumcongns1978@gmail.com. If you know of 

families wishing to enrol their child for next September please ask them to 

contact the school. There is a post box through Mrs Heslin’s main door (at the 

shelter end of school), into which parents can drop in letters. 

Please ensure that you complete all details on enrolment forms which will be 

sent out especially if your child has any additional needs. This information will 

be treated with confidentiality and respect. Ms Ní Chonghaile has put together 

an induction video for parent(s) and our new infants. Thank you for that. 

 Uniforms 

Our uniform is a plain navy skirt/pinafore/trousers/tracksuit bottoms, 

jade green jumper (available in the Magnet Ck-on-Shannon-

0719620266), a white polo shirt, white shirt or white blouse. Uniforms 

are currently in stock. 

 

 Green Schools Initiative- a message from Ms Glancy our Green School 

Co-ordinator 

We received news in May that our application for the “Global Citizenship 

Travel Flag” was successful. The Green Schools committee, the children, 
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the staff and our parents all contributed to this achievement. Over the 

course of the last two years we have highlighted the No Idling Campaign, 

the Love 30 campaign, Fair-trade and encouraged as much walking, 

cycling and sustainable travel as possible. Well done to everyone 

involved and thanks especially to our 6th class children Rose K and 

Darragh McC who were involved at every stage over the last two years. 

Ms Glancy orchestrated our participation this year in the “In my shoes 

Campaign” and our school community collected 250 pairs of runners 

/sports shoes which travelled to Cape Town. Maith Sibh!! 

 Accelerated Reading Programme 

Congratulations to everyone who continued reading books on the A.R.P 

and doing quizzes. This is still available until June 30th. The system will 

be on a summer break until August/September like the rest of us!! 

This programme is designed to encourage and motivate children from 7 

years and up to read independently, to foster a love of reading varied 

genres. As we follow the process it will deliver just that. 

There are varied methods used to track children’s progress and Mr 

McKiernan noticed that 5 children reached 1 million words read (the 

millionaires club) during lockdown. Well done!  

This has given me the motivation to get back into reading and we hope to 

encourage families to revive reading for pleasure over the summer 

break!! 

 

 Supporting Local Businesses  

Thanks to the local businesses who contributed to our fundraising 

Calendar event last Sept/Oct. The funds all went to investing in The 

Accelerated Reading Programme. We are privileged to have this 

resource. Now, that we are coming out of the lockdown many of our local 

businesses are financially stretched. We could take on giving them any 

support possible and we could have a good look through the calendar to 

identify the businesses that helped us –“what goes around comes around”. 

Even though it’s June there are a few copies of the Calendar left and if 

anyone would like one as a keepsake or even local business directory 

please email Mr McKiernan at drumcongmmk@gmail.com 
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 New Oral Language Primary Curriculum 

In- service for all staff members is ongoing. This year the senior end of the 

school will be using new English books geared towards fulfilling the learning 

outcomes in New Oral Language Primary Curriculum. The teachers attended a 

half day online seminar and further guidelines for the teaching, learning and 

assessment of both English and Irish in developing oral language, reading and 

writing skills were given. These will be put into practice from September 

onwards as a whole school approach. 

 School Self Evaluation (S.S.E) 

From September onwards, the focus of school self-evaluation will focus on 

planning for and addressing the challenges the return to school will bring in 

2020-2021. A summary of our school self-evaluation plan together with the 

school improvement plan in the area of assessment for the school year 2019-

2020 will be uploaded on to the website. 

 

 Safeguarding our children 

Child Protection and Risk Assessments are in place and will remain same as 

last year. We changed our system of dismissing children from their 

classrooms at 2p.m and 3p.m. as part of upgrading our child protection 

policy. Children on first bus loads leave, secondly children going to 

afterschool, walkers/cyclists go next. Finally, the children on the second bus 

loads leave. Thank you for making yourselves known to teacher on yard 

supervision and for collecting children at front of school. 

 

 Virtual Sports Day 

As mentioned on our website there is a specific website designed to create a 

virtual sports day at home. Log on to www.ecsligo.ie/virtual-sports-day.html 

If you wish to participate please email photos of any activities completed 

using equipment in your own home to oliviamchugh2017@gmail.com. I will 

make a collage for display in G.P room and children can see it in September. 

 Virtual School Tours 

Families can log on to Natural History Museum at www.cliste.ie 
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Worksheets are available to download and follow trail. 

 Create your own Tour 

There are many places of interest in our locality from Poll an Easa 

Waterfall in Aughnasheelin to Glencar Waterfall and The Devils 

Chimney, Sliabh An Iarainn walks for families, Carrowkeel in Co.Sligo. 

If you’re feeling adventurous and need to get your children outdoors 

Leitrim County Council have a dedicated tourist officer Ms Sinead 

McDermott  who is encouraging people to get out and explore Lovely 

Leitrim and the surrounding counties.  

 

 Expression of Sympathy 

We would like to extend our sincere sympathy to any member of our 

school community who experienced bereavement during this year and 

especially in the last few months. Under the government guidelines and 

due to restrictions in place people could not have funerals as we were 

used to, families could not receive expressions of sympathy as would 

normally have happened. Please accept our condolences on the parting of 

your loved one and hopefully you can find comfort knowing that we are 

thinking about you. Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a n-anam Dilís. 

School life as we know it, will undergo changes in the Autumn when schools 

will open again. We will keep you updated of these changes as soon as we have 

more knowledge and clear guidelines. 

Finally, we wish you a restful and enjoyable summer. We sincerely thank you 

all for tremendous job you did while homeschooling your children. Please stay 

safe and well and keep up the safety measures in place and in the daily words of 

our Irish broadcaster Joe Duffy “Wash your Hands” 

We are all in this together and we want see everybody back in 

August/September. 

Le gach dea-ghuí 

Angela White, Finola McGowan, Olivia McHugh, Rachel Keane, Fidelma 

Glancy, Nicola Heslin, Micheál Mc Kiernan, Gearóidín Ní Chonghaile, 

Clare O’Reilly, Sinead Beirne, Margaret Rowley, Geraldine McWeeney 

and Christina McGourty. 

 


