
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St Brigid’s N.S Drumcong Newsletter Oct 2020 
 

Phone (071) 9642315 
Email: drumcongns1978@gmail.com 

Website: www.drumcongns.ie 

Dear Parents/Guardians 
Welcome to all staff, parents and pupils for the new academic year 2020/2021. We 
extend a warm welcome to our 16 new Junior Infants and to Alma who has joined 
2nd class. We are delighted to welcome Mohammed and Omar back to our school.  
 This is a very new beginning with many measures for safety in the light of the 

Coronavirus pandemic in place. During the summer months the staff and Board of 

Management worked on introducing our Covid Response Plan, outlining and fol-

lowing new guidelines from the HSE and Department of Education to ensure a safe 

return to school for everybody. As we now see many changes were made to intro-

duce very regular hand sanitisation/hand washing, ensure social distancing, provi-

sion of face coverings for staff and revised supervision with staggered opening 

times, staggered breaks and staggered exit from school. We thank you for sending 

the children back to school in full uniform and with their books ready to work hard 

for the coming term ahead. 

Le gach dea-ghuí, 
Angela White, Finola McGowan, Olivia McHugh,  Nicola Heslin, Fidelma Glan-

cy, Gearóidín Ní Chonghaile, Micheál McKiernan, Sinead Beirne, Margaret 

Rowley, Orla Smith, Ciaran Kennedy Geraldine McWeeney and Christina 

McGourty. 

Parent /Teacher Communication 
Please adhere to our policy on dealing with 

issues as they arise. If there is an issue it 

states in our policy that your first point of 

contact is with the teacher concerned.  If 

you wish to speak to a teacher (or principal) 

please contact Mrs McGourty and/or teach-

er via email/school phone. We cannot ar-

range face to face meetings presently except 

in exceptional circumstances. 

Green Schools  
This is on pause until further notice due 

to Covid 19. We received our latest 

Green Flag last school year. Thanks to 

Ms. Glancy for her leadership and the 

green committee for their hard work and 

to all the teachers and pupils who played 

their part. 

Uniform 
Our school uniform is a bright green jumper, white 

blouse/shirt; white polo shirt and plain navy blue 

skirt/trousers. Please avoid stripes or coloured logos. 

Jumpers are available in ‘The Magnet’ in Carrick-on-

Shannon. For younger children it is advisable to send 

in a spare pair of socks/underwear or tracksuit bot-

toms in their bags in the event of accidents/spillages. 

If the school supplies your child with socks, trousers 

etc. please wash and return as promptly as you can. 

School’s response to Covid 
We are back in school five weeks now and the children and staff have adapted to the 
new restrictions which have altered school life immensely. We compliment the children 
on how they have made the transition. They have adapted to the new protocols with ease 
and with a sense of responsibility. The staff are on hand to remind them each day, by 
going through a daily checklist and with vigilant supervision and reminders!  We, the 
staff, will continue to do our very best to keep all the school community safe and to 
update you when necessary. Thank you for your support and cooperation. Please keep a 
check on emails. We will be using it frequently to communicate.  
( Please refer to latest update sent as an attachment, by email.) 

Late Arrivals/Early Leavers 
We introduced a system whereby we make a record of children who arrive late or leave early 

frequently for unexplained reasons. Children who arrive late for school will also be recorded on 

Aladdin.  The rolls are called at 10a.m. and are entered on our computerised system Aladdin. 

Children who arrive after that are marked absent. The roll books cannot be altered. It is 

important that your children develop good punctuality skills and are not distressed by arriving 

late and realising that class has started without them. They are at a disadvantage as they some-

times spend the morning playing catch up. We do understand that circumstances happen and 

people get delayed or something happens to cause delay or upset or you have to attend appoint-

ments from time to time. We ask you to inform the class teacher in child’s journal if you know 

beforehand of scheduled appointments so your child will not be marked absent. 

Student Council 
Meetings are postponed until restrictions 

are lifted as groups from different bubbles 

cannot meet. Classroom discussions will 

still be possible and issues arising will be 

dealt with. 

Child Protection Policy 
Our Safeguarding Statement 

is displayed on entrance to 

school and our Child Safe-

guarding policy is available to 

all school users on our web-

site. 

School Insurance 
Thanks to all who have paid through 

our e system. The closing date for re-

ceipt of money is Friday 16th October. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Health and Safety 
We would like to remind parents/guardians/pupils that wearing makeup and nail polish is NOT 
permitted. We also advise that children only wear stud earrings and avoid wearing chains and 
necklaces.  
Every year we have an outbreak of head lice. We request that pupils with long hair tie it back as 
a means to prevent the spread of lice. Please check your child/rens hair regularly and treat as 
necessary. 
Please alert class teacher or secretary so that the school community can be made aware of any 

outbreak. 

Absences 
This year, due to Covid restrictions, we will reduce considerably the amount of paper contact. 
With regard to absences, please email the secretary, citing reason for absence. This will be 
recorded in your child’s file. Thank you for your cooperation. 
If a child is missing for more than 20 days the school is obliged to report this to Tusla- The 

Child and Family Agency. 

Staffing Arrangements for 2020/2021 
Mrs A White: (Administrative Principal)  
Ms F. McGowan: (Deputy Principal) Support Teacher 
Mr M. McKiernan: 6th Class 
Mrs M Rowley: 5th class 
Mrs N. Heslin: 4th Class 
Ms S Beirne: 2nd/3rd Class 
Ms F. Glancy: 1st/2nd Class 
Ms O Smith: Senior Infants& First class  
Ms G. Ní Chonghaile: Junior/Senior Infants 
Ms O. McHugh: (Special Duties Post-Holder) Support Teacher 
Mr C Kennedy: Shared Support Teacher with Drumshanbo and Aughnasheelin 
Mrs C McGourty: Secretary 

Board of Management 
Mr Francis Gilmartin (Chairperson)                        
Very Rev Fr Tomás Flynn 
Mrs A White (Principal)                                              
Mrs Nollaig Doyle 
Ms F McGowan (Deputy Principal)                          
 Mr Tony Redican 
Mrs Caroline McKeon                                                
 Mr Darren Gilmartin                                   

Dates for your diary. 
Mid term Break (Monday October 26th –
Friday 30th October inclusive) 
School will close on Friday October 23rd at 

3p.m and will reopen on Monday 2nd No-

vember 2020. 

Healthy Eating Policy 
We thank you for your co-operation in implementing this policy down through the years. We 
encourage children to eat sandwiches, fruit and vegetables, cheese and have a non-fizzy drink or 
water/cordial, juice/milk etc. Please do not send screw top/glass bottles or wide screw top beaker 
cups as young children find them difficult to open. The following items are not permitted in line 
with our healthy eating policy: chewing gum, crisps, biscuits, chocolate bars, fizzy drinks, 
yoghurts/frubes. We have noticed that items such as yoghur ts, cheese str ings are difficult to 
open for the younger children and they are messy and this causes distress to the child. We ask 
you not to send them into school and rather  have them as a snack before or  after  school if 
your child enjoys them. 

New Arrivals 
Congratulations to Mrs Keane on the birth of her 

baby daughter, Aileen. We look forward to wel-

coming you back later in school year. We wel-

come Ms Smith who is covering Mrs Keane’s 

maternity leave. We also say a farewell to Ms 

Boddy (shared SET) and welcome Mr Ciarán 

Kennedy from St Mary’s N.S Aughnasheelin. 

Also we say farewell to Mrs Claire O’Reilly who 

was with us in a job share capacity for a couple 

of years.  

School Calendar 
A copy of the school calendar was fur-

nished to all families and school users in 

August and is available on our website. 

Please ensure you check it from time to 

time to keep informed of school clo-

sures. If changes occur we will inform 

you by text/email. Due to the uncertain-

ty we will inform you promptly of 

changes as we are notified. 

Credit Union Art Competition 
Each year we enter this poster competi-

tion and this year the theme is Imagine 

More. The closing date for entries is 

October 9th. 

Accelerated Reading Programme 
Our participation in this programme is now 

fully up and running. Pupils from 1st class 

upwards are reading books suitable to their 

level and ability (known as their ZPD-zone 

of proximal development). They take quizzes 

on books read and aim to reach targets at 

their own individual pace. The overall aim of 

the programme is to foster a love of and en-

gagement with reading at an independent 

level while using a computerised programme 

to assist its implementation. 

Dress up for Hallowe’en- 
Children are invited to dress up on Friday 

23rd and as we do not wish to incur any ex-

pense for families, we encourage you all to 

get creative when putting your Hallowe’en 

costume together. 

I.T. Platforms 
The Seesaw teaching app. is being used by 
the teachers in many classes. They  are find-
ing it very useful and helpful. The children 
are engaging with it whole heartedly and en-
joying using it for work. If you would like to 
know more about it Le Chéile Online Learn-
ing are running a webinar for parents on 
Seesaw for Parents. The link is provided be-
low.   
Seesaw for parents: 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_5W20K8lZSNOX60V-z-2DNA 

Enterprise Workshop for 6th  
Mr Mc Kiernan and his class will par-
ticipate in an enterprise workshop on 
October 20th   This will be carried out 
remotely by the facilitator. We look 
forward to hearing more about this in 
the next newsletter. 

Ballinamore Athletic Club 
Tuesday: October 6th @ 7:00pm 
Thursday; October 8th @ 7: 00 pm 
Due to Covid restrictions, training 
will be outdoors for the time be-
ing. Sessions will last about 40 
minutes 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5W20K8lZSNOX60V-z-2DNA
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5W20K8lZSNOX60V-z-2DNA


 

Behaviour on School 
Buses 
We encourage you to talk to your 
child about sitting in their seat with 
their seat belt fastened, remove their 
bags and behave appropriately so as 
not to distract the bus driver or cause 
any distress to others. The use of 
bad language is unacceptable and 
not allowed. New measures to en-
sure hand sanitisation on entering 
school buses are in place. Children 
should also sit where they have been 
assigned seats by the bus driver. 

Labelling of Personal Property 
Please ensure you label children’s jumpers and coats and personal property. Due to new 

measures introduced because of Covid 19 it is now more important than ever to have per-

sonal property labelled  so as to ensure items are not mixed (Any unclaimed clothing will 

be brought to the recycling bank if not claimed by the end of term.) 

Safety and Parking 
Please adhere to the parking ar-

rangement. It is important not to 

park in bus spaces at any time 

to allow room for buses to ar-

rive, children to disembark 

and buses to pull out. It is best 

to drop the children and to 

leave immediately to ensure all 

parents can park to drop off 

their children. Safety for  all 

school users is paramount and 

we request everyone to cooperate 

in this practice. 

Morning and Afternoon Supervision 
This is now altered due to new measures introduced with staggered opening and closing 

times. Mrs White and /or Ms McGowan or Ms McHugh will be present in the yard from 

8.45a.m onwards to meet children from first load on buses and all the children who arrive 

after that time. Children enter school building at 9a.m and are supervised by class teachers 

until everyone has arrived by 9.20a.m and are ready to start school day. Social distancing 

measures, family groupings, pods (small groups) and bubbles (whole class) are refrained from 

mixing in so far as is possible. 

Attendance  
Every year we remind parents that it is 
very important that children attend school 
daily unless they are sick or that some 
unforeseen family business or event hap-
pens. We introduced an attendance record 
which is sent home at the end of each 
quarter (End of September, end of De-
cember, end of March and end of June) to 
be signed and returned to the school. This 
is a means to keep you informed of your 
child(ren’s) attendance and is kept on 
school record. In the light of Covid 19 we 
ask you to use your personal judgement if 
children are presenting as unwell. 
Measures are in place if a child becomes 
unwell in school and this is laid out in our 
Covid Response plan given to each fami-
ly. Thank you for informing school prin-
cipal if your child could not attend school 
and we assure you of privacy and confi-
dentiality. 
Important: Please read the advice for par-

ents , issued by The HSE which will be 

sent to all (who have given us consent to 

use  email) as an attachment. 

Health and Well being for all our school community 
During this time we hear a lot about minding our physical and mental health and how this 
pandemic is affecting our mental well being. We ask that everyone take time to reflect what 
is happening, how it is affecting children and adults and what can we do. Three things that 
promote positive health and well being are: 
 1) Plenty of sleep/rest/relaxation  
2) Food-fresh fruit and vegetables –balanced diet  
 3)Exercise---make time for outdoors-walking, running, cycling or whatever activity involv-
ing movement and fresh air. 
The Sligo Leitrim West Cavan Parenting Support Champions are a group of professionals 
who support parents through information such as seminars, webinars, parenting programmes 
and newsletters. This is an initiative of Tusla Child and Family Agency and is being hosted 
by Foróige, one of Ireland's leading youth organisations. Psychologist Julie Meehan is the 
Guest Speaker. 
During the summer they ran a series of FREE WEBINARS on various topics includ-
ing resilience, confidence and self- esteem, anxiety and bullying. Their second last webinar 
of the season is on anxiety and children.   
 
These WEBINARS are free and can be easily accessed by CLICKING pasting the following 
into your search engine. 
 
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/122380043003 

Book Bills 
Thank you to everyone who has paid so 

promptly – it is very much appreciated. As 

usual our supplier has to be paid shortly so we 

request payment at your earliest convenience. 

This year our payments have gone online so as 

to avoid handling of money by staff.  

P.P.S Numbers 
Please ensure that the parents of 

all new entrants forward their 

child/ren’s P.P.S numbers to Mrs 

McGourty. 

Christmas Cards 
This term, the school are once 

again organising the Christmas 

Card Project. Details will be 

sent in the next few weeks re-

garding this project. 

School Code of Behaviour 
We have a school code of behaviour which was 

given to all families and signed on enrolment of 

each child in our school. We encourage the students 

to be respectful and kind in their dealings with other 

children and adults. Bad behaviour is unacceptable 

and will not be tolerated. Thank you for your sup-

port in this regard. 

Poetry Competition winner. 
Congratulations to our past pupil Zack Winters who 

won a prize in a poetry competition. His Haiku poem 

will be published in a magazine. Well done to all 

involved. 

Maths Week 2020 
This will take place October 10th-18th 2020. 
Teachers will carry out activities in class 
adhering to guidelines and many fun mathe-
matical activities are on Maths week.ie for 
you to view. 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/122380043003


 

 Homework policy 
We will be reviewing our homework policy shortly and will need your input. It is noticed by 

all the teachers that “learning” work done during September was of a very high standard. We 

cannot stress enough the importance of reading, learning tables, spellings, poetry, sight words 

etc and to emphasise that it is an extremely important part of homework and must be done dai-

ly. It also enhances memory and listening skills. Some written work will be introduced now 

going forward. 

Change of Numbers/Addresses 
Contact Mrs McGourty (School Secretary) be-
tween 9.30 a.m. and 3.00p.m daily if you have 
any queries or messages to pass on. Please for-
ward any change of address or mobile numbers 
so contact lists can be updated. This is very im-
portant especially in the current climate to enable 
the school to communicate updates or changes 
due to government advice. 
Other communication will be written in chil-

dren’s journal regarding individual class or 

teachers business so please check your children’s 

journals when signing their homework. 

Guidelines to promote good study habits for primary school children 

 Please encourage children to present their homework neatly and to a high 
standard and to the best of their ability. 

 Homework should be done at a regular time. It should be kept short 15-20 
minutes for young children and no longer than 90 minutes for a senior pupil. 

 Frequency is important: 10 minutes of tables and spellings each evening is 
more effective than 40 minutes the night before the ‘Friday Test’. 

 Turn off T.V., computer games, Ipads  and other distractions. 

 Be organised and encourage your child to organise their books, folders, pens 
and pencils. Label and date work as you go along and you and your child will 
be able to see progress clearly. 

 Make sure children feel well, that they are not tired, hungry, cold, overheated 
or cranky!! 

 Be calm and relaxed and your child will be calm and relaxed also.  

 Talk to your child and scan what needs to be learned, written, read and en-
courage them to approach homework with fun and ease- what do they know? 
What do they need to know? How are they going to Learn/Solve or Present 
their work? 

 If homework is going on too long or getting stressful leave it and approach it 
when the child is calmer or rested. 

 If you or your child are experiencing difficulties with any aspect of homework 
talk to your child’s teacher. Try to resolve any matters arising as early as pos-
sible.  

 Finally check your child’s journal daily and sign when homework is com-
plete. 

School Policies 
All updated policies are available on the school 
website at www.drumcongns.ie  The School 
Improvement Plan was uploaded and is availa-
ble to all parties to view targets for numeracy 
and literacy in our school. 
Our new Admissions Policy is available on the 

website. It was drafted last school year and was 

endorsed by Bishop Francis Duffy. You will 

also notice that an Admissions Notice has been 

posted on the website detailing the timeline for 

enrolments for the school year 2020/2021. An 

updated enrolment form is available on the web-

site. 

Bereavements 
We extend our sincere sympathy to all members of our school community who were 
bereaved this year. Our thoughts and prayers are with you. May you be comforted in 
knowing your loved ones are at peace and will always be remembered. 

Library Books 
We have installed a central library in the 

school and while it is adequately stocked 

we need to keep expanding it and chang-

ing books. We request if you have older 

children /nieces /nephews or neighbours 

who have unwanted children’s books we 

would gladly take them and if they are in 

the Accelerated Reader online library they 

will be of great use to us. We hope to do 

some fund raising to stock our library 

with an enhanced selection of books to 

suit every child.  

Parent/Teacher Meetings 
New arrangements are being 

made to ensure parents can 

discuss children’s progress or 

any issues that arise. Mrs 

White will inform you of pos-

sible options as face to face 

meetings can only take place in 

some circumstances. 

Leitrim Observer Pho-
tographer School Visit  
Willie Donnellan visited Jun-

ior Infant room a few weeks 

ago. A supplement with photo-

graphs of all new Junior In-

fants in Co. Leitrim will be 

published shortly. 

Dates for Sacrament of First Penance and 
First Eucharist 
First Penance held during school hours on Thursday 
September 24th at 11a.m 
 
The First Holy Communion ceremony is cancelled due 
to the fact that we are moved to Level 3 restrictions. We 
regret this very much and the upset it causes everyone. 
When/if anything changes we will let you know 
 

School Photographer 
The school photographer will visit the 

school in the second term depending on  

advice we receive about the virus and 

the school’s obligations to adhere to 

guidelines. 

http://www.drumcongns.ie

